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What a year 2012 has been; once again we have had some severe cases of neglect and 
abuse arrive into our foster care program and we have seen some amazing success 
stories too.  Many wonderful individuals, business and families have come forward to 
help make 2012 the successful year that it has been and yet again the support from 
within, not only the beagle community, but the animal welfare sector, has been second 
to none and we can’t thank you all enough.

We have seen the launch of the Hibby Foundation which has been able to help us assist 
with even more special cases than ever before.  All long term foster care beagles, senior 
and special needs beagles have been profiled through this foundation named in honour 
of the most regal beagle to ever enter our care! We hope over the upcoming years to 
see the Hibby Foundation grow and for BRV to be able to help even more special cases - 
watch out in 2013 for the official website launch.

We have had some wonderful new foster and adoptive families come on board and the 
increase in pounds and shelters willing to work with us and help beagles in need has 
been amazing.

We would like to wish each and every one of you a safe, happy and healthy Christmas 
and New Year and once again thank you for your continued support.

- from everyone at BRV
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My partner and I have adopted two Beagles through Beagle 
Rescue and they are an absolute joy. Grace joined the family 
in November 2006 about a year after our Australian Terrier 
passed away, and she kept Gem, our elderly Kelpie X, on 
her toes until she passed away two years later. Gem didn’t 
really quite ‘get’ Grace, but loved her despite her youthful 
exuberance. Mimi, the Ragdoll cat also adopted, took a very 
long time to adjust to the new dog, one who had no social 
graces when it came to respect for felines; to Grace they 
were prey. It took some serious reprogramming of Grace 
to not want to devour her at every opportunity, and for 
Mimi to regain her confidence around dogs. Happily they 
are now the best of friends and will curl up together (thank 
you Rescue Remedy). Tess then joined our pack about two 
months after Gem’s passing, and she was a perfect match 
for Grace. Beagles ‘get’ Beagles. It is so lovely to watch 
them play, or just lie about together as they do at every 
opportunity. 

Around Christmas time 2009 the vet diagnosed a small 
lump on Grace’s shoulder as a mast cell tumor. I had never 
heard of them before but was advised that it needed to be 
removed as soon as possible. It required a major procedure 
because they need to take a 4cm margin and go quite deep. 
The recovery was long and fairly slow, it was a massive 
wound, but being the soldier Grace is she coped very well.

A year later Grace had another lump on her thigh on the 
opposite side. When examining it, and checking the site 
of the surgery, the vet found a third lump on the scar line. 
Both tested positive for mast cells. We were devastated. The 
thought of her having to go through major surgery again 
was really difficult, and we couldn’t imagine another 8cms 
being removed from her shoulder, it would mean restricted 
movement for sure. The vet told us about some research 
being done by a Queensland group, QBiotics, and their 
drug trials being conducted in Melbourne on a product 

code named EBC-46. It is injected under anesthetic into the 
tumor and it kills it. What is extraordinary is it only attacks 
the mast cells and leaves all of the good cells alone, and 
there is no invasive surgical procedure. There were risks of 
course, but the trials had been going for quite some time 
with excellent results, and the literature given to us was 
extremely encouraging. Given the only alternative was 
the invasive procedure, and wanting the best outcome for 
Grace, we agreed to go ahead. The procedures were done in 
two separate sessions one month apart, and we were totally 
amazed with the outcome. And, unlike after the surgery, 
she was in no apparent pain after three days, able to go for 
walks within a few days, and there is no scaring.

In May 2011, just five months later, my partner noticed when 
walking behind Grace that she had a spot on her bum cheek 
where some hair was missing, the same leg as the second 
lump, and yes it was a lump. Back to the vet who confirmed 
a mast cell tumor. This one was much bigger than the others, 
and because of its size and being near the site of one of the 
others it was most likely there the whole time, that it wasn’t 
new, which was the good news. Grace was fantastic, she 
just took it all in her stride, trotted into the consulting room 
confidently and coped extremely well post op. Again pain 
free in a couple of days, fully ambulatory and out on walks 
by about day 5. We can‘t thank our vets Lee and Emma at 
Elgar Road Veterinary Hospital and their nurses enough for 
the care and love they gave Grace through it all.  We were 
extremely fortunate to have been given the opportunity to 
be a part of the trials, and should we be in the same position 
again with any of our pack we would not hesitate to take 
this option if available. We can only hope now that it is not 
too long before EBC-46 is registered and available to all 
veterinary clinics. For more information visit the website 
http://www.qbiotics.com/.
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- Vicki Joyce
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They say beauty comes in all shapes and sizes and big bad 
Barry was no exception to this rule!

Barry was released to us from GAWS and within no time 
was a firm favourite of everyone here at BRV!  Barry was big 
in personality, size and nature and quickly became known 
as Big Bad Barry due to his gentle, teddy bear like nature! 
Barry found the most amazing home with Peter, Tracey and 
his new beagle sister Ivy and we can’t thank them enough 
for giving him such a truly amazing home.
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Big Bad BarryBig Bad Barry

Hi Guys,

Barry is doing really well! Digs really well, barks really well, 
kisses really well, eats really well, in fact everything he does........
he does really well!

As you can see by the image (top right) Ivy and Barry get along 
just fine. Running and playing in the area all day then down for 
dinner and a walk or play. Of course plenty of love and cuddles 
along the way. He doesn’t care much about the bunnies 
anymore and is slowly getting used to the nice cat( the white 
chinchilla). We can honestly say it’s so good to see a “smile” on 
Ivy’s face.

We have fallen for this big lug of a fella and we hate to tell 
you...... there’s no way you’re getting him back! Sorry.... But we 
really do love him. 

We just got back from having dinner out and we woke him up. 
He was so excited he fell off his bed. It was hilarious. 

Both of our girls are now in Chicago where Rhianon is proudly 
showing off photos of our new boy. Our youngest, Jenna, can’t 
wait to meet him on her return.  He is an absolute gem and 
already entrenched in the family.

Talk soon, Peter & Tracey

PS. They have only just started to sleep together... how cute!



LeonardLeonard

Hi Beagle Rescue

We are pleased to let you know that Leonard  (Patrick)  has 
settled in our family beautifully. The dogs are always out 
in the paddock and around the house. Playing, Running 
and Laying in the sun. 

The sleeping took a few days to sort out. They sleep 
together now, under the veranda, Leonard in the chair 
and Brian on his bed. You don’t hear them at all during 
the night and when I get up at 6 they are still in their spot. 
Brian is more settled too.

Where one is, the other one is around somewhere. 
Leonard comes inside during the day sometimes and in 
the evening. He is very obedient, and we are wondering if 
somebody is missing him. He waits patiently for his food, 
and sits. He doesn’t jump on the couch anymore. He still 
has to learn to walk on the lead properly. Pat reckons he is 
fattening up a bit. I think he is still skinny, Brian is putting 
on weight because he gets fed now twice a day as well. 

He has not at all tried to escape, maybe because there is 
enough room here to wander. Brian makes a difference 
too. And until now there has been someone home at all 
times.  He comes running whenever we call him.

I hope you can download the photo’s, keep in touch

Regards Henny
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Earlier this year we got a call from Latrobe pound to 
see if we had room for a sooky little 6 month old baby 
boy who was found as a stray, so we packed up the 
car and headed out there the next Saturday to collect 
him - he was a big baby, but he was just a baby. We 
named him Patrick! We took Patrick to meet a family  
4 weeks later and coincidentally his future new Dad 
was also called Patrick, so they re-named him Leonard. 
Leonard’s story is not a typical one, he has found his 
place alongside Brian the Maremma in a big yard with 
chickens, alpacas and lots and lots of space to run in.



MissyMissy
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G’day Tam & Nikki
 
Just a quick note to tell you that it looks like we’ve got a “reject” dog!!  She doesn’t bark!!!  Gary was on the other side of the gates yesterday and she gave a little whingy woof and that has been all.  BUT, don’t think you are getting her back because you aren’t!!

We ended up having her basket in our bedroom on Saturday night, she kept walking (and sniffing) around the bed, would hop in her own bed, then out again - until Gary (big mouth!) said c’mon Missy and patted our bed... well say no more, she got herself comfy on top of the Doona between the two of us and there she stayed!! I put my foot down and said that it wouldn’t be happening again, to which Gary said he would sleep on the couch in the dining room with her in her bed.

She went to sleep with him in our bed, he then picked her up and put her into her bed, she stirred a little, got comfy again and voila! stayed there the whole night.

For the last two nights she has spent at least 2 hours on my knee (in the recliner) sound asleep while we watch the TV and last night she was on Gary’s for an hour or so. 

Today they have spent virtually the whole day outside in the yard, he lays down on his “lounge” and straight away she is up beside him snuggling in.  Gary put more trellis on the fence today (just in case) but I doubt whether she would even attempt to get out because she has it so good here! 

You certainly got the “match” right.  We are besotted with our little girl.  She was even up at the gate looking through the window when I pulled up the drive today, then straight to the back door - waiting... She has foundher new home well and truly...
 
- Janene & Gary

Missy came into our care through no fault of her own, her owners just couldn’t give her 
the time and attention that she needed, they left her home alone day after day as they 
went about their busy lives. All Missy needed was some human time. They surrendered 
her and left her with nothing but an old chew rope - they even took her collar.

A few weeks ago we took Missy to meet a family and here is a copy of an email they sent 
us after just 2 days with her new family.



Every year we have some special cases who enter care and for varied reasons 
become known as forever fosters which means they stay in their foster families 
home for the rest of their life and BRV ensures their medical care and bills are 
maintained and between the foster family and BRV their every daily needs are met, 
this year we lost 2 of our members; Bessie, who has been with us for about 2 years 
and Toby who sadly was only with BRV for a few weeks.Foundation

The

Bessie
It was with much sadness  that earlier this year we 
had to give her Bessie her wings;  Bessie’s poor body 
could no longer keep up with her ever busy mind and 
she was struggling with all forms of mobility and her 
poor arthritic limbs could no longer take care of her. 
Bessie’s wonderful foster mum and 3 members of BRV 
were all lucky enough to be present to say good bye 
to this beautiful grand lady. We would like to thank our 
wonderful Vets and Vet nurses for the compassion and 
level of care they showed Bessie and a huge thanks to 
Jo her foster mum for giving Bessie the life she always 
deserved.

Toby
Toby was released to us from a wonderful Shelter, 
when toby arrived in care he was a quiet, gentle old 
soul who was happy to pass the days away asleep on 
the couch. Sadly within a week of Toby being in our 
foster care program we noticed he was off his food, 
very lethargic and not himself at all. We rushed him 
to our vet where he had all the tests he needed done 
and it was discovered that he was suffering from Liver 
failure, after several days of treatment Toby was still not 
responding and the decision to not have him suffer 
was made and Toby was peacefully given his wings, 
thank you again to all the staff at Caulfield South Vet 
for taking such good care of Toby.

Bessie
Toby

Contents



Foundation

The

Contents

Manny

Monty now Manny
In July this year we received a phone call from one of our Favorite Shelters asking for our 
assistance with a beautiful beagle boy that had been hit by a car and left on the side of the 
M1 here in Melbourne, We were told that he had multiple injuries and asked if we were in 
a position to help him. Having only weeks earlier fractured my own right foot in several 
places I wasn’t in a position to be able to take him at the onset of his journey into the Hibby 
Foundation so i knew that in order to give this beautiful boy the care he needed we would 
require a team of dedicated volunteers to help.

The team that was quickly assembled was amazing, Monty was transferred straight from the 
shelter to our amazing Vets in Caulfield South where he stayed for 3 weeks while he received 
the highest level of care available. Monty had fractured ribs and fractures in both hind and 
front legs; his hind leg required surgery where bearings and wires were inserted to assist with 
his fractures. 

The team at Caulfield South were amazed at his gentle nature and his ability to endure daily 
physiotherapy, surgery and being crated in order to minimise his movements so he could heal 
correctly.

Monty’s team of dedicated helpers included Belinda, Donna and Wim, The wonderful Dennis 
who picked Monty up from Foster care every Friday and drove him to the vet for his weekly 
check ups and back in to foster care again. Andrew and Joanna who became Monty’s foster 
carer until both Monty and I were ready to swap stories of casts and hobbled legs!  Thanks to 
Nikki and Jen for helping this special guy out.

We had the support of Paul from MMDI Fitness and his partner Karen from Max and Molly 
Photography who in conjunction with Eddie Betts and his wonderful Partner Anna organised a 
fundraiser to help us with Monty’s ongoing costs, thanks to their support over $800 was raised 
towards Monty’s vet Bill.

During Monty’s time at Caulfield South one of our beautiful vet nurses Steph fell deeply in love 
with Monty and he in turn with her and as they say the rest is history!

Steph and her family adopted Monty (Now Manny) and Steph has continued with his ongoing 
rehabilitation and care and we cant thank her enough.

A huge thanks goes out to the team at 
Caulfield South Clinic for all the care and 
support they provide Monty and BRV with, 
We couldn’t have done it without Dr. Onn 
Ben David, Dr Andy, Dr. Elyce, Dr. Rebecca, 
Ricci, April,  Stephanie and Amy

Tam



Mo Update
The beautiful Mo now known as Mosley is now cancer free and has 
been adopted by an amazing family who have adopted from us 
before. Its just fantastic to see families open their hearts and homes 
to special needs animals, a huge thanks goes out to Di, Will and 
Snoopy for giving Mosley such an amazing home.

Jessie Update
What a difference a year makes....
Jessie now Bunny has gone from being a withdrawn girl to the 
happy girl we see here today. In the last year Bunny has learnt 
the world is not as bad as she has always known it to be, she has 
discovered daily walks, a loving family and a beagle sister named 
Bronte make all the difference in the world. Bunny no longer has 
anything to worry about it and we are just overjoyed to see the 
dramatic changes in this beautiful girl. Bunny’s foster family have 
actually adopted her and we couldn’t be happier! BunnyMo

William Lenny JazzTaz

Our Newest Members

Foundation

The

William was released to us from 
Wodonga Animal Rescue via Wodonga 
Pound and it was love at first sight 
when he finally arrived in Melbourne! 
Covered in lumps, bumps, skin tags and a 
shocking double ear infection that could 
only be attended to under anesthetic. 
William’s obsession with eating and 
sleeping and demanding pats has won 
our hearts, this beautiful regal beagle has 
just entered our long term foster care 
program and we feel lucky to have him 
onboard.

Lenny was released to us from GAWS, he 
is an amazing older gentleman who we 
immediately noticed had several health 
issues included advanced cataracts, 
arthritis and problems with his hind legs.  
After all health and temperament tests 
were done Lenny was placed into foster 
care with a fantastic family who have 
adopted from us before (we are sure you 
all remember the beautiful honey!) and 
within no time at all we had another foster 
failure (foster failure means the foster 
family have fallen in love with their foster 
dog and adopt them!) on our hands!

Taz is a perfect dog in every way except 
one - she is petrified of people. She is 
amazing with all dogs, she teaches all the 
newbies how to play and socialize, but 
put a human in the mix and she shuts 
down. She is in forever foster and will be 
for a long time. She gets braver each day 
and is one of the most cheeky beagles 
we’ve ever met. She is super friendly 
when she eventually warms up to people, 
but she is never fully confident with them 
- yet. We are working tirelessly to get her 
out and into the world to face her fears. 
She has a long scary road ahead of her.

When this beautiful girl came in she was 
very much afraid of the world, she shys away 
from people and has never been walked on 
a lead before. She has entered the Hibby 
foundation as a forever foster, she is with 
one of our most experienced foster families 
where she is learning to trust people, she will 
come when called but wont be ready for the 
big wide world for a long long time.
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While many people are scared to 
speak their truths and minds the 
wonderful Trisha Taylor president 
of both Victorian Dog Rescue 
and Dog Rescue Association of 
Victoria is not scared of tackling any 
issues that arise within the animal 
welfare sector. 2012 has seen DRAV 
spearheaded by Trisha continuing 
to tackle the DPI for the acceptance 
of community foster care programs, 
campaigning  for the right of dogs 
and cats in shelters and pounds, 
overall reform within the rescue 
community and questioning the 
code of practise as just a few 
examples of issues 

2013 will see the continued 
lobbying to improve the standing 
of members of DRAV within the 
community and government, along 
with promoting responsible pet 
ownership, educating, encouraging 
and working together with the 

community as a whole to embrace 
a caring and responsible attitude 
towards animal welfare, Please help 
support the work that DRAV do 
in order to assist our companion 
animals and the rescue community 
that work tirelessly to ensure the kill 
rate in our pounds and shelters is 
reduced.

Contents

RaffleRaffle
MASSIVE Thank you’s to EVERYONE who bought a ticket in the Fern Tree Gully Nissan 
community raffle this year for Beagle Rescure! We managed to sell ALL the tickets we had 
been alloacted and raised $2000! 

Thank you to Fern Tree Gully 
Nissan for conacting us and 
including us in the raffle, 
thank you to Di for putting 
us in touch with Fern Tree 
Gully Nissan, biggest thanks 
of all goes to the wonderful 
Claire who took all the orders 
and managed all the sales 
for us, we would not have 
been able to keep up with 
the demand if not for her!

Thank you everyone!

We would like to take this opportunity to 
introduce many of you to one of the many unsung 
heros of Australian Rescue; The Winter Appeal for  
Animal Rescue Groups The Winter Appeal was set 
up by Trish Parker who with the Help of Robyn 
Twiddy and their amazing team of Kathryn Dewis, 
Nozza Doreen, Tracy Malkin (QLD Rep), Michelle 
McConachie, Tania Quinlan, Leana Shepherd, Lucy 
Edmondston (NSW Rep), Merrilyn Kofoed.

 
The Winter Appeal ensure rescue groups around Australia receive assistance with 
products such as flea, worm and heart-worm control, bedding, leads, collars, jackets, 
crates, bowls, toys, food, veterinary supplies etc. These amazing women give up their 
own time and work tirelessly day in and day out to help rescue groups, we would like 
to take this opportunity and let them know how much they are appreciated. Thank 
you!

Winter AppealWinter Appeal



A friendly reminder to help us all with the upcoming 
Christmas Season, watch the food on your tables, benches 
and in some cases Plates! Our houses will be filled with the 
most amazing scents in the next few weeks and our breed 
will stop at nothing to help ease the load of the Christmas 
Turkey or the Christmas Ham! Those wonderful little 
opportunists can outsmart the best of us especially if we 
have had a glass of wine or two! Keep the Chocolates, Nuts, 
Fruits and meats at a safe level away from their exploring 
noses and paws, watch out that they haven’t helped you 
clean up by ingesting Christmas ribbon and Packaging and 
tell family members to stop feeding them under the table! 

The last thing any of us or our Beagles need this Christmas 
is an emergency visit to the vet to have half our Christmas 
dinner pumped from their over bloated stomachs along 
with whatever else they have managed to sneak into their 
mouths! Our tip to exhaust a Beagle for Christmas day is 
to walk them early Christmas Morning, give them a nice 
Raw Meaty Bone for their meal and they will happily stay 
outside chewing and having fun; Don’t forget if you give 
them lots of treats to make sure you give them smaller 
meal portions, the last thing they need during a hot Aussie 
Summer is to be carrying excess weight.

Christmas
Feeding

Christmas
Feeding

SHELBY
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A Year In PicturesA Year In Pictures
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A BIG thank you to Anna from Creature 
focus Animal Photography for donating 
her time through out the year, visiting 
our foster families, taking these amazing 
photos (and many others) to help these 
beautiful beagels find their new homes.

DENVER

DENVER

ABBY

MACEY

ABBYDENVER
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Special ThanksSpecial Thanks
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Beagle Rescue Victoria would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone who makes it 
possible to do what we do - Thank you 

Thanks to everyone that has assisted BRV with the 
transport (especially Jo Mac, Dennis, Robyn and Robin), 
rescue, rehabilitation, and ongoing care of the beautiful 
beagles that have entered our foster care program. It 
takes a team of people to help each individual beagle. 

To the adoptive families, without you we would cease 
to be, each one of you is an important part of beagle 
rescue. Thank you for opening your hearts and homes 
to the beagles in need.

To our amazing foster families, we simply would cease 
to exist without you too. Each of you are responsible 
for taking these beautiful animals and teaching them 
how to trust again, how to play, how to walk well on 
lead and become upstanding little members of our 
communities! To all of those who have become “Foster 
failures” over the years, We couldn’t be more thrilled!  
Thank you for making your foster a family member.

To Natalia at Web Whiz, thank you for your ongoing 
support of BRV, its been amazing to have had you with 
us since day 1.

To Tamara and Stuart from Underdog Training, you 
have become a big part of BRV in the last 12 months 
and we consider ourselves very lucky to have attended 
your workshops, training sessions and even private 
consults.

To those who have donated their time, goods, services 
of transport  and money that has been put towards 
the vet bills and food, thank you. Your donations and 
greatly appreciated and we could not survive without 
them.

To the Team at Pet Rescue, thank you so much for the 
amazing job you do, without you we would never have 
reached 1/3 of the families we have. You guys do an 
amazing job and we wish you continued success.

To the wonderful, dedicated and silent Clare Davies 
who not only ran our raffle but helps us out with our 
facebook page; Thank you

To our own Dogs who have settled in and helped 
rehabilitate 100’s of beagles over the years- a huge 
thank you and a bone awaits for Christmas day!

To Dr Onn Ben David, Elyse, Rebecca, Ricci, Steph, April, 
Amy, Liandra and Nicole we can’t thank you enough 
for all of your ongoing support, care, expert advice and 
amazing hearts. You are all very much part of BRV and 
we can’t do what we do without you.

To the Winter Appeal; your support has been amazing, 
we really cant thank you enough for all your assistance 
during the year

To all the pounds and shelters and rescue groups 
around Victoria and NSW who have worked with us 
over the Year, thank you for your continued support.

Last but not least thank you to our amazing committee 
both past and present who work tirelessly to help 
beagles and beagles cross’s in need around Victoria

To each individual rescue beagle that has entered our 
lives, the laughter, joy and life experiences you have 
given each and every one of us will never be forgotten. 
We are so lucky to do what we do and believe us when 
we say you provide us with daily laughter!

We wish you all a very merry and safe Christmas and 
New Year.

Love the entire Team at Beagle Rescue Victoria

Make sure to keep up to date with us on Facebook!

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Beagle-Rescue-Victoria-Inc/281331162745?ref=nf


Online ShopOnline Shop
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100% of the profits made go straight to where they are needed 
most - helping our rescue beagles! So stop by and treat yourself 
or your beagle to something special. 

Thundershirts $45
Gentle, constant pressure is a 
terrific solution for many types of 
dog anxiety, fearfulness, barking 
and more.

Scoff Stopper $24
Best Bowl ever! Just ask 
Donna

Calico Bags $5
Not a plastic bag!

Tug Toys
Made by the amazing 
Donna, these are 
stronger than you 
think!

Harnesses
Sensation & Sensible 
harnesses now in 
stock, email us!

Have you been shopping on our online shop? its a great way for us to earn pocket money to go towards vet bills and the 
general welfare of our rescue beagles. Our merchandise changes regularly, so be sure and keep up to date by checking 
back regularly or join us on facebook!

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Beagle-Rescue-Victoria-Inc/281331162745?ref=nf
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Preventing problems between 
a newborn baby and your dog
We are all aware of the problems that can occur 
between dogs and children. There are many physical 
and psychological injuries associated with dog bites 
every year and some frightening statistics suggest 
that the offending dog is often the family pet. Some of 
these interactions have resulted in the tragic death of 
newborn babies. Alarmed? Don’t be. The good news is 
that many of these incidents are preventable through 
good training and socialisation- of the human family 
as well as the dog!

We’ve all heard the saying prevention is better than 
cure. Nothing could be more accurate when it comes 
to children and dogs. If you are thinking of starting 
a family or already pregnant and have a dog in the 
family, consider the following questions and tips 
below

 Has your dog been exposed to children before?
 Is your dog relaxed in the presence of children of 
 different ages and activity levels?
 Has your dog been in the presence of a crying 
 baby and/ or a crawling toddler?
 How will your dog’s routine change with the 
 arrival of a new baby?
 Will the dog be restricted to certain areas of the 
 house or become an outside dog?
 Are you prepared to closely supervise your dog 
 and child?
 Does your dog have unwanted behaviours like 
 jumping up and/ or mouthing that could prove 
 problematic either during your pregnancy or 
 with a newborn baby?

 Do you know how to respond to your dog if 
 they behave inappropriately in the presence of 
 your child?
 Have you considered your child and someone 
 else’s dog AND your dog and someone else’s 
 child?
 How will you introduce your new baby to the 
 dog when you come home from the hospital?

What can you do now?
Consider changing your routine regularly now so that 
your dog does not have expectations that are set in 
stone. Think about what you will and won’t be able to 
do when you have a baby- will the dog be receiving 
less stimulation and interaction? Training exercises 
in the home can be used to tire an active dog and 
utilising dog walking or day care services can be 
helpful in some situations. Supervision is vital- a dog 
should never be left alone with a child, regardless of 
size, breed or personality.

Teach your dog to leave the baby’s toys alone- you 
can use the dogs powerful sense of smell to do this by 
scenting the babies toys with baby powder and letting 
the dog know that toys which smell this way are not 
for him! You can also limit the material your dogs toys 
are made out of- if the baby is going to have lots of 
soft cuddly toys- think about investing in toys for your 
dog made from good quality rubber or safe plastics to 
reduce confusion.

If you will want to walk the dog with the baby, start 
teaching your dog to walk close by an empty pram. 
Prams can frighten some dogs so it is vital that this 
training is done before the baby is in the pram. NEVER 

tie your dogs lead to the pram- no matter how small 
or well behaved the dog. You can also teach your dog 
to walk around bouncer nets and floor mats/ rugs by 
setting up the equipment and using a lead to guide 
the dog around the items. Remember to provide 
plenty of rewards for the dog being respectful of 
them- not barging through, jumping on or over them.

These exercises must be done before the baby has 
arrived so that there is no negative association with 
the newest family member, so start during your 
pregnancy. Remember that if you completely isolate 
your dog from the baby- you isolate them from you- 
and that’s where many problems can begin.

Consider these tips and questions carefully and seek 
professional help to ensure the relationship between 
your dog and your children is a great one. Tamara and 
Stuart would love to see you for a When Freddy Meets 
Fido session during your pregnancy!

Tamara Jackman and Stuart Mulholland
Underdog Training and Behaviour Consulting
www.underdogtraining.com.au
underdogtraining@hotmail.com
0402 112 105
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Accommodation bookings and other enquiries
Email: info@bestfriend.net.au
Telephone: 03 5186 1216
Address: 1720 Tarra Valley Road, Tarra Valley,
Yarram, Victoria, Australia 3971
Visit: www.bestfriend.net.au
www.thedogshop.com.au
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Australia’s premier dog friendly holiday destination
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